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Kabir Antarman ki awaaz

Kabir — Antarman ki
Awaaz, The Stein Audi,
IHC, Lodhi Road, March
30, 7 pm, Tickets: ¥ 500,
350, 200; A musical based
on Kabir that
is a rich con-
fluence of poet-
Ty, music and
dance to drench the audience with
his spirit and aura. Live rendition
by Vidhi Sharma will be accompa-
nied with choreography, narration
and visuals.

Bhilwara Sur Sangam 2019, Ka-
mani Auditorium Marg, Coper-
nicus Marg, March 30-31, 6 pm,
entry by passes to be collected

from Kamani Auditorium, THC,

MUSIC & DANGCE

Lodhi Road, Cottage Emporium,
Janpath, Mercury Music Cen-
tre, Khan Market; This year
Bhilwara Sur Sangam is honored
to present Anupama Bhagwat
(Guest Artiste); Pt Shiv Kumar
(Santoor); Kalapini Komkali (Vo-
cal); Raghunandan Panshikar (Vo-
cal); Kaushiki Chakraborty’s
Sakshi Music Ensemble.

Boom & Nat, OddBird The-
atre & Foundation, Dhan
Mill Compound, 100 Feet
Road, Chattarpur, March
31, 6.30 pm, Tickets: ¥ 500;
Two artistes
with diverse
training and
influences
come together to present an
evening of rich melodies. For Mex-
ican flautist Nathalie Ramirez, her
interest in Hindustani Classical
Music brought her to India. She
has learned Hindustani vocals and
the Indian Bansuri (bamboo flute)
along with the traverse flute. Con-
versely, Shyamant Behal learned
the Classical Guitar while in Delhi
and went to France to deepen his

Tarannum Choir Concert,
Stein Audi, ITHC, Lodhi Road,
Apr 1, 7 pm; Tune into classic
melodies — old and new — devo-
tional, patriotic, folk and semi-
classical group songs conducted
by Ravi Raj Sagar. Tarannum
Choir mainly renders old clas-
sics from films, along with a few
contemporary classics consist-
ing of gems of our great com-
posers like Naushad, Salil
Chowdhary, S D Burman, He-
mant Kumar, Roshan, Shanker
Jaikishen, Prem Dhawan, O P
Nayyar, and others.

training in the instrument.

The Maestro and his Music, THC,
Lodhi Road, Apr 2, 7 pm; A trib-
ute to rudra veena maestro Ustad
Asad Ali Khan. Hindustani classi-
cal vocalist Madhumita Ray ren-
ders compositions in rare raagas,
elaborating a gayaki inspired by
Khansaheb. Accompanied by Utpal
Ghoshal (Tabla), Bharat Bhushan
(Sarangi), Damodar Ghosh (Harmo-
nium), Shivani Sen and Deeksha
Haldar (Vocal support).
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BHILWARA SUR SANGAM

Performance by Kalapini
Komkali and Pt Shiv Kumar
Sharma at Kamani
Auditorium, Copernicus
Marg, Mandi House. 6pm.
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Music: "Bhilwara Sur Sangam”, a 2-
day festival of Indian classical music.
The event will feature Kalapini
Komkali on vocal and Pt. Shiv Kumar
Sharma on santoor at Kamani Audit-
orium, Copernicus Marg, 6 p.m. - 9
p.m. » ‘

Date March 24-27, 2019
Publication The Asian Age

# LNJ Bhilwara
Group's annual clas-
sical music festival
“Bhilwara Sur
Sangam” comes up
with legendary Indian
classical artists every
year and spread love
of Indian classical
music. Anupama
Bhagwat, Pt. Shiv
Kumar, Kalapini
Komkali ,
Raghunandan
Panshikar Kaushiki
Chakraborty's Sakshi
Music Ensemble
would be performing.
March 30-31

Kamani Auditorium, Mandi
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Classical Tour

THE ANNUAL classical music festival
Bhilwara Sur Sangam inits eighth edi-
tion will feature santoor player Shiv
Kumar (pictured) and classical vocal-
ists Kalapini Komkali and Pt
Raghunandan Panshikar,among oth-
ers. At Kamani Auditorium, Coper-
nicus Marg, 6 pm onwards, on March
30and 31. Entry by passes.
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Insider

https://insider.in/bhilwara-sur-sangam-2019-new-delhi/event

Delhi Events

https://www.delhievents.com/2019/03/music-Inj-bhilwara-group-sur-sangam-

kamani-mandi-house.html

Sangeet Nama

https://sangeetnama.com/events/bhilwara-sur-sangam/

All Events

https://allevents.in/new%20delhi/bhilwara-sur-sangam/80003031220542

Events High

https://www.eventshigh.com/detail/Delhi/43fdd5e4d5b5aae9e08679c37f6e956f
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LNJ Bhilwara Group .
Invites you to Bhilwara Sur Sangam
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Saturday, March 30, 2019 Sunday, March 31, 2019 - Q Kamani Auditorium, Delhi
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About

Bhilwara Sur Sangam s an annual classical music festival organized by LNJ Bhilwara Group with a
dedicated mession to advance India's nch legacy and culture in music.

LNJ Bhilwara Group, one of the nation’s leading business conglomerates is commending the 8th
edition of Bhilwara Sur Sangam, a celebration of traditional music uniting one of a kind mix of
performers and their distinct styles to accomplish the conversion of tune and happeness with an
entrancing assortment.

Performeng Artist:

- P. Shiv Kumar (Padma Vibhushan) (Santoor)

- Kalapini Komkali (D/O Padma Shn Winner, Vasundhara Komkali) (Vocal)
- Raghunandan Panshikar (Sangeet Kala Ratna Puraskar) (Vocal)

- Kaushiki Chakraborty's Sakshi Music Ensemble
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Bhilwara Sur Sangam | ©
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Satunday, March 30 2019 Manch 31 2010
Ralapeni Keanbuols 1N Shie Kuamar . Konebibi Cliok iy Kamani Auditorium , Delhi Check Estimated Time
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Free

22 people viewed this event.

| AM INTERESTED

Get notified when the event happens next time.

Details

2 Corporate Bookings

LNJ Bhilwara Group, one of the nation's leading business conglomerates is commending the 8th edition of Bhilwara
Sur Sangam, a celebration of traditional music with a committed mission to advance India's rich legacy and culture.

0000

Started in 2012, LNJ Bhilwara Group has dependably united one of a kind mix of legendary performers and their
particular conventions to achieve the juncture of music and jubilation with a hypnotizing assortment. Have somethingto ask ?

Crrbamnis Nuvnns
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Suimelay, Muzch

Redaimlon oMby TIME © Sat Mar 30 2019 at 06:00 pm to Sun Mar 31 2019 3t 09:00 pm
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VENUE 9 Kamani Auditorium, 1, Copernicus Marg, Opposite Doordarshan
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Saturday, March 30, 2019

Kalapini Kombkali Pr. Shiv Kuniar Raghunandan Panshikae Kaazhili Chakraborty's
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Bhilwara Sur Sangam
LN] Bhilwara Group, one of the nation’s leading business conglomerates is commending the 8th edition of
Bhilwara Sur Sangam, & celebration of traditional music uniting one of a kind mix of performers and their

distinct styles to accom plish the conversion of tune and happiness with an entrancing assortment.
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MUSIC : LNJ Bhilwara Group presents "Bhilwara
Sur Sangam" > 6pm-9pm on 30th & 31st March
2019

Advertisement (BT} :

Venue : Kamani Auditorium, Copernicus Marg. Mandi House
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Time : 6:00 pm-9:00 pm [5] Add to Calendar

Entry : by Free Invitation Cards only. Available at
Kamani Auditorium, Copernicus Marg

Cottage Emporium, Janpath

India Habitat Centre. Lodhi Road

Mercury Music Centre. Khan Market
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Q
LN Jhunjhunwala, founder,
LNJ Bhilwara Group

Bina Kak, actor and politician

ith the aim to promote and celebrate
w Indian classical music, LNJ Bhilwara

Group organised the eighth edition
of Bhilwara Sur Sangam In the capital which
started on March 30. The two-day festival
brought many maestros together under one
roof at the Kaman! Auditorium.

On Saturday, the festival was inaugurated
with the performance of celebrated vocallst
Kalapini Komkali. Before concluding her per-
formance, Kalapini said, “This music festival
has fallen between Holl and the month of
Chaitra. Isiliye jo Holi ja chuki hai, usko tho-
da yaad karte hatn,” and sang two composi-
tions on Holl.

The evening concluded with a soulful per-

Ustad Shujaat Husain Khan

formance by santoor maestro Pandit Shiv Ku-
mar Sharma. The Padma Vibhushan recipt-
ent, who did the soundcheck in front of the au-
dlence, shared a story behind It and sald, “Us-
tad Vilayat Khan sahab ka kehna tha ki sound-
check audience ke saamne hona chahiye. Ear-
Her: people used to do the soundcheck before
the audience would be seated. Par Vilayat Khan
sahab kehte thay ki audience aa jayegl toh sys-
tem change ho jayega aur khaali jagah mein
alag sound hott hal aur logon ke beech alag hott
hati, toh soundcheck audience ke saamne hi

Thefinal day of the event featured perform-
ances by vocalist Raghunandan Panshikar and
Kaushikl Chakraborty, who performed with
her Sakhi Music Ensemble, an all-women's clas-
sical band.

Ravi Jhunjhunwala, Chairman,
LNJ Bhilwara Group
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Emerging from the shadows of giants

With strong memories of
her parents Vasundhara
Komkali and Kumar
Gandharva, Kalapini
Komkali quietly voices
equally strong opinions

VANGMAYI PARAKALA

hi's popular springtime classical

music concerts. Kalapini Komkali in-
augurated the Bhilwara Sur Sangam Fes-
tival this past Saturday - her act a fitting
opening for santoor maestro Pandit Shiv-
kumar Sharma. Not a stranger to walking
in the shadow of giants, Komkali is a pic-
ture of restrained abandon the next
morning. She orders a cold iced-tea ( “It's
fine, the concert is over now,” she quips),
and settles down for a freewheeling chat
on her relationship with parents-and-gu-
rus, legends Kumar Gandharva and Va-
sundhara Komkali, her observations of
Hindustani classical today, and how
young people ought to engage with the
tradition.

Edited excerpts:

A lot of times even today, we find
parents forcing their children into
learning classical art forms. Given
your parentage, did this ever happen
to you?

My father never forced me. But he
would very cautiously notice little things
~ whether I was listening, whether | was
liking what I heard. And when I started
showing small signs of interest, it made
him happy. In Hindi we say kautuk - he
praised me, but it was like how you'd en-
courage a child. It was my mother who
was very keen that | start singing. When |
was in middle school, she'd try to get me
1o sit in her classes. I'd go, even if a little
reluctantly,

‘Were you at a mature enough age to
understand the transition from a pa-
rent-child relationship o a guru-
shishya dynamic?

1 was about 15 years old at the time. It
was quite hard in the beginning. Ir's naru-
ral - | used to consider them my mother
and father more than anything else. In-
itially, I couldn't comprehend sitting in
front of Kumar ji (her father) to learn and
10 sing. | hadn't ever dreamt of it. And
even when I started taking lessons for-
mally from my mother, | wouldn't treat
her like my guru. Perhaps she indulged
me there a bit, so that I'd continue to keep
my interest in learning. Sometimes, when
she'd correct me or chastise me for not
geuting something right, I'd get irritated
and talk back! “You're no good a teacher,
yOu can't even get me to sing,” I'd say. It
took a little time for me 1 adjust, under-
stand and draw that distinction.

What were your lessons with them
like?

Shemslhzopemngma(wdbd-

With my father, it was never a structu-
ral thing. It was like very loosely woven
scrmaryn of 3 partcular raag or bandish.
Bt 3t the same time, he'd go w such
depths of highbrow concepts, that I'd

have to go my mother to follow up and
clarify. I never had the courage to cross-
check with him directly. He was like a god
for us.

Given this background, what do
you think about training in main-
stream music colleges? With the inter-
net, there are now online lessons too.
You have said earlier that guru-shish-
Yaparamapara is the only right way to
learn classical music.

To create interest in Indian classical
music, up to a certain point, channels like
Youtube are great. As for formal music
schools, they too are necessary in that

can get you ready with the nuts and
bolts of grammar and theory. But there's
a difference between knowing grammar
and understanding literature - or even
berter, writing a poem. There's also the

sence of this art, to have that flow inside
of you. It takes all this and more. And that
step, without doubt, comes only through
the guru-shishya parampara.

Finding a guru isn't as easy as find-
ing a teacher though...

True. [ consider myself very blessed
that 1 had my gurus - and of what re-
nown! - in my parents. | didn' have to go

matter of indi - you
need to let yourself be soaked in the es-

or search. They're no more,
but the vast sky they've opened up for me

~ I don't think Il be able 10 even fy
through a quarter of it, even if | were to
keep flying in it my whole life.

Do you think that quest to find the
right guru, and the amount of com-
mitment, rigour and discipline need-
ed to be able to practice the art, is a
barrier for young people to stay on
and understand the buances of it?

1 don't think so. With our contempor-
ary lifestyles, we all have to manage a
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In father's footsteps
Kalapini is currently particularly interested in
keeping alive the extensive research her late
father did in tracing the classical roots of many
folk songs of the Malwa region (Indore, Dewas,
Ujjain and Mandu) In reverse, he also incorpor-
ated many folk songs into his classical music
presentation,
“Khari boli, and "braj" are the main languages
used in several compositions, but Pt Kumar
Gandharva also composed many new composi-
tions in Malwai which have added to our clas-
sical tradition. Kalapini shares her late father's
love for the Malwai dialect. To present these,
she has started collaborating with her nephew
Bhuvanesh Komkali in joint concerts, where
they both sing the Malwai compositions. Due
to the difference of pitch, singing together
presents a challenge but her strong desire to
keep alive this unique tradition is a big
propellant.

tussle between different things. But this is
just a part and parcel of the times.

There are efforts in Carnatic music
to contemporise its literatures — ar-
tistes are infusing socio-religious is-
sues to raagas. This been commended
and criticized. Do you see any such
trends in Hindustani in a bid to make
it more 'relevant’?

Inherently, | think Hindustani classical
asa platform is very liberal. We've had va-
rious vaageyaakars (singer-composers)
contributing widely, and they do even
now. This allows for compositional expe-
riments and additions at every stage. But |
don't think we're moving into the socio-
religious realm in that sense — at least I'm
not aware of any such developments.

You've had Hindustani music all
around you since as far back as you
can remember. Have you then noticed
any shifts or changes in the larger fra-
ternity in the last two decades?

1 do wonder sometimes if we value me-
lody less nowadays, in favour of rhythm.
With the new generation of young sin-
gers, even many of my contemporaries, |
see that there’s a lot of stress on perfec-
tion, on the grammar of things. And
they’re all very good.

But I sense that there's a spontaneity
that's missing. We must be open to mak-
ing mistakes. It's very important to me
that we are able to improvise well. In-
stead of just focusing on returning to the
sam correctly each time, with the right
taan, or singing different patterns of the
taal - the demand of perfection with all
of this feels a litle dangerous to me some-
times,

Pitch perfect

Some of the best known
voices of Indian Classical
music showcased their
range at the Bhilwara
Sur Sangam Festival

LAJA KHANNA

alapini Komkali has a ringing,
I<robusr voice and a carefully-cul-
tivated singing style of her illus-
trious father. Starting with Bhimpala-
si, she presented two compositions of
her father and an old khayal in Punja-
bi, “dholan mende ghar aao”, possibly
composed by Shah Sadarang and attri-
buted it to his ruler, Mohammed Shah
Rangile. a
Kalapini’s singing style is one of
quick progression, without lingering,
and perhaps a judicious use of pauses
would be welcome. But without
doubt, this was one of her better con-
certs, she sang on her mettle Singing
with passion, her next piece in Dhani
(incidentally, a very old compositi
in Punjabi) which is very close to
Bhimpalasi underlined her skill , as
the “shakal” of Dhani is compact and
can easily stray into unwanted territo-

The piece in Hameer, “Tu kaun ka-
han te aayi albeli naar”, which fol-
lowed, was lyrical, composed by Pt
Ram Ashrey Jha. The next drut teen
taal khayal, “Ja re ja ranga rejawa re",
again in Hameer was composed by Pt
Kumar Gandharva. Her own creativity
came to the fore in her two Holis, in
which in the first she unusually sang a
lovely “auchar” preceding the percus-
sion accompaniment. This was based
on raga Tilak Kamod, and its unhur-
ried presentation was a delight. The
second Holi, racy in gait, was equally

¢

Showing the way Kaushiki Chakravorty; (below) Raghunandan Panshikar

attractive. Her singing is enhanced by
her evident feel for the lyrics she
sings, an attribute acquired no doubt
from her father. The evening ended
with the recital of santoor maestro Pt
Shiv Kumar Sharma.

The next day started with Jaipur At-

“Maan re” was appropriate given the
spring season (Basant and Bahar both
are spring ragas). The concluding Mis-
hra Des Meera bhajan, the “mukhra”
of which again he amended, perhaps
lacked “bhaav".

It was a true pleasure to listen to the

ded singer, doubtedl

trauli exp t Panshi-
kar. Born into an erudite family of
scholars and musicians, Raghunan-
dan has trained under the late Kishori
Amonkar for 20 years. His beautifully
practised baritone, measured singing
in the authentic Jaipur Atrauli tradi-
tion with the slow meticulous use of
notes, in raga Marwa was a real treat.
Keeping his vilambit exposition to ov-
er half an hour, which for him was
shorter than usual due to time con-
straint, Raghunandan then expertly
used the time he had in singing two
compositions in Marwa, displaying
not only “Raagdaari” but also vocal
virtuosity. His “taans” in the “drut ek
taal” khayal (amended by himself
from an older composition) had both
“wazan” and “daana”, were in pat-

1l
one of the finest in his generation. The
last concert sung by his guru was at
the Bhilwara Festival in 2017, so no
doubt singing there must have had
poignant memories. There was a
standing ovation.

All-female band

The festival concluded with the per-
formance by Kaushiki Chakravorty
and her classical music group “Sak-
his”. Friends off-stage too, the all-fe-
male band is one of a kind and per-
forms purely classical music only.
Kaushiki sings, Nandini Shankar
(younger granddaughter of the legen-
dary Dr N Rajam) is on the violin, De-
bopriya plays the flute (she is a disci-
ple of Pt Hari Prasad Chaurasia),

terns using differing divisi in
“laya”, and were breathtaking, re-
minding one of his great guru. The fa-
miliar Basant Bahar composition,

Bhakti Desh le dances kathak (dis-
ciple of Pt Birju Maharaj and Shaswati
Sen), Savani Talwalkar is on the tabla
and Mahima Upadhyay on pakhawaj.
This time there was the addition of
another “sakhi" - Anupama Bhagwat
on sitar (disciple of Pt Bimalendu
Mukherji of the Imdadkhani gharana).

The act has been structured with
care; having some pieces showcasing
only the instruments, only percus-
sion, two with all of them together,
some with the dance included, one
only with Kaushiki singing. The Sakhis
have received musical inputs from
their gurus - Pt Ajoy Chakravorty com-
posed one piece, Pt Birju Maharaj
another, Pt Suresh Talwalkar a third.
Technically, the difficulties of per-
forming in unfamiliar pitches have
been overcome seamlessly by the in-
strumentalists.

Anupama shared that she had to
play the sitar tuned in “e-scale”, and
then also had to use her “Ma" as the
“Sa” in two pieces to play; a very diffi-
cult task as she had to adjust to diffe- *
rent frets. Nandini too had to tune her
violin to a different pitch. One felt the
need for editing, as there was repeti-
tion. Maybe, it could be an hour's per-
formance only; however, it was re-
ceived very well by the appreciative
audience, who rose for a standing ova-
tion.
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A musical °
confluence

Celebrated vocalist Kalapini Komkali singing at the Bhilwara

Sur Sangam on Saturday.
By Antara Raghavan

SPRING has always been the
season to celebrate and listen to
traditional music, and this sea-
son is no different.

The Bhilwara Sur Sangam Fes-
tival, one of the most popular
events in the Indian classical
music calendar in Delhi, was
inaugurated yesterday by
acclaimed vocalist Kalapini

Itisanannual
celebrationto
welcome spring

Komkali. This is the eighth edi-
tion of the festival, and today will
be the second and final day.

The Bhilwara Sur Sangam Fes-
tival is traditionally held for two
days at the Kamani Auditorium
at the end of March or at the
beginning of April.

As Ravi Jhunjhunwala, chair-
man of the festival explains, “I
am very happy with the success
of this festival. We always have a
fullhouse. We have been very for-

MaiTopay Sun. 31 March 2019

tunate to attract some of the top
names in the region for the past
eight years.” In addition, Jhun-
jhunwala says that the talented
ensemble of musicians would be
sure to give a truly remarkable
performance at the festival.

Komkali also rendered the first
performance at the festival yes-
terday, mesmerising the audi-
ence with her voice, which was
accompanied by noted player
Mandar Puranik on the tabla,
and Suyog Kundalkar from Pune,
on the harmonium.

She says, “I was so honoured to
be asked to perform at this festi-
val, and that I was asked to inau-
gurate it. It has always been put
together so beautifully, and they
do it very sensitively as well.”

She went on to say, “Holi was
last week, and the Hindu New
Year, Chaitra, is to take place on
April 6, so it’s wonderful that this
festival is happening exactly
between Holi and Chaitra. This
is a beautiful confluence of these
two festivals. The music of both
these times of the year must also
be heard and celebrated”.

Pandit Shivkumar Sharma,
winner of the Padma Shri and
Padma Vibhushan, ended the
evening with an outstanding
performance on the santoor.
There could not have been a
better way to welcome spring.

Theresmoretoyou. €Paper.mailtoday.in/c/38087734
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Date April 02, 2019

Publication The Times of India

Link https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/classical-music-symphonies-
bring-together-maestros-at-this-festival/articleshow/68670676.cms

Times of India has published a 01:33sec video of the event. Please find attached link and
Screenshot of the Story.

Classical music maestros perform at
Bhilwara Sur Sangam in Delhi

—
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With the aim to promote and
celebrate Indian classical music,
LNJ Bhilwara Group organised
the eighth edition of Bhilwara
Sur Sangam in the capital which
started on March 30. The two-
day festival brought many
maestros together under one
roof at the Kamani Auditorium.
On Saturday, the festival was
inaugurated with the
~ performance of celebrated
vocalist Kalapini Komkali. Before
concluding her performance,
Kalapini said, “This music festival has fallen between Holi and the month of Chaitra.
Isiliye jo Holi ja chuki hai, usko thoda yaad karte hain,” and sang two compositions
on Holi.
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Date March 31, 2019

Publication The Times of India

Link https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/entertainment/events/delhi/pandit-
shiv-kumar-sharma-performs-at-bhilwara-sur-sangam-
2019/videoshow/68654186.cms

Times of India has published a video of both the performance of First day of the festival.
Please attached link and Screenshot of the Story.
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Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma performs at
Bhilwara Sur Sangam 2019

lhe recipient of Padma Vibhushan performed on the first day of the festiva
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March 31, 2019

Publication The Times of India

Link

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/entertainment/events/delhi/kalapini-
komkali-performs-on-the-first-day-of-bhilwara-sur-
sanga/videoshow/68654298.cms
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Kalapini Komkali performs on the first day of
Bhilwara Sur Sanga

Kalapini Komkali enthralls audience on the first day of Bhilwara S
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Date March 31, 2019

Publication India Today

Link https://www.indiatoday.in/mail-today/story/a-musical-confluence-1490450-
2019-03-31

A story from India Today on their Web Portal.
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A musical confluence
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Date April 05, 2019
Publication The Hindu

Link https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/emerging-from-the-
shadows-of-giants/article26743549.ece

Emerging from the shadows of giants
. vangmayi Parakala
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With strong memories of her parents Vasundhara
Komlkali and Kumar Gandharva, Kalapini Komkali
quietly voices equally strong opinions

with the tradition.

Metioulous in her ouft: ini Komkeli in performence; PLXumer
Gandhare ‘MC’WE In father’s footsteps
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Publication

The Hindu

Link

https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/pitch-
perfect/article26743572.ece
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Bhilwara Sur Sangam festival features a range of classical
music voices
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Date April 06, 2019

Publication Rajya Sabha TV
Link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L77PAn38 yY&feature=youtu.be

23 YouTube

LNJ Bhilwara Group
___Presents
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Enthralling performance by Sakhi ensemble
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Date April 06, 2019

Publication DD News
Link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXN6FmMP5PQ
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